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A chance discovery was made in the Royal Court Strongroom in early January 2026. Several Grand Lodge 

Certificates and a Clearance Certificate were found in a book containing documents relating to Admiral 

Nicholas Le Febvre Ref (Book 1 I16). The discovery of these certificates posed several questions, who did the 

certificates belong to and why were his Masonic Certificates in a book relating to Admiral Le Febvre? 

The documents all pertained to Brother John Hubert, born on the 13th March 1787 in St Peter Port, Guernsey 

to Pierre Hubert and Elizabeth De Carteret who had married on the 27th April 1786, he was baptised Jean, 

and was one of two children, having a younger sister Elizabeth who was born on the 16th July 1788. 

 

 

 

Jean would have been well educated and as was common in those days Anglicised his Christian (first) name 

to John. Not much is known about his early personal life or where he was educated. What we do know is that 

at some point in life he pursued joining Freemasonry. At the age of around 21 years old, this was the youngest 

age you could join in those days. He was Initiated into Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship No.336 on the 16th July 

1807, joining on the same day as Sir John Doyle who the Lodge is named after, along with nine others 

including Sir Edmond Nagle.  

Sir John Doyle was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1756 and served with the British Army, distinguishing himself in 

the American War of Independence, before entering the world of Irish politics, and rising to the post of 

Secretary of War. After the start of war with France in 1793 he raised his own regiment, the 87th Regiment 

of Foot, and served in Holland, Gibraltar and Egypt before being appointment as Private Secretary to the 

Prince of Wales. 

Already commanding the troops in the Bailiwick, he was appointed by the King as the Lieutenant Governor 

of Guernsey from 1803 and held the post until 1815, He was a well-respected Lieutenant Governor and 

popular amongst locals for his forethought during these years of conflict and the impact on the population.  

He was responsible for an ambitious programme of reclamation and rebuilding as part of his defensive 

strategy against the French, which included draining the Braye du Valle, constructing roads such as the Route 

Militaire, Vale, improving the existing fortifications and building new forts, gun batteries and emplacements.  

 

 

 

 

Record of Baptism of Jean Hubert 1787 (Island Archives) 



 

Freemasonry in England was not always united under one Grand Lodge. For over 60 years in the 18th century 

there were seven Grand Lodges in England, the two main rival systems were known as the Modern’s and the 

Antient’s. Understanding this division helps us better appreciate the form of Freemasonry we practise today. 

The so-called Modern’s were in actual fact the Premier Grand Lodge of England as formed on the 24th April 

1717 at the Goose and Gridiron, London. The Antient’s formed as a rival organisation in 1751 who wanted to 

practice what they considered was a more ancient and pure form of Freemasonry and a bitter rivalry existed 

between the two. 

It was the Antient’s that permeated the use of the name Modern’s instead of Premier as they claimed the 

Premier Grand Lodge had modified ritual to comply with a more modernistic view of these ancient practices. 

Despite being established later, the Antient’s claimed to preserve older and more traditional forms of 

Masonic working. They placed particular importance on the Holy Royal Arch, regarding it as an essential part 

of pure and ancient Masonry. 

The division between the two Grand Lodges was not about belief or principles, but about ritual practice, 

tradition, and authority. Both sides believed they were practising genuine Freemasonry. 

By the early 19th century, it was clear that division had weakened the Craft. Efforts toward reconciliation 

were led by senior figures from both sides, most notably HRH the Duke of Sussex for the Modern’s and HRH 

the Duke of Kent for the Antient’s. 

Neither of these Grand Lodges would recognise the other, nor would Lodges working under their respective 

constitutions. A brother who was a member of a Lodge working under one constitution who wished to join 

a Lodge working under the rival body had to be "re-made" in his new Lodge. This practice came to be known 

as "whitewashing". 

Sir John Doyle had no connection with any Lodge in Guernsey until joining Doyles Lodge of Fellowship in 

1807, two months after his appointment as Provincial Grand Master. 

As he was a "Moderns" Mason, and the Lodge of Fellowship was an "Antient" he had to go through the 

ceremony of "whitewashing", and records state that he was "entered, Crafted, raised and passed the chair" 

all on the same evening - the proceedings lasted until 3 a.m.! 

These efforts culminated in 1813, with the signing of the Articles of Union and the formation of the United 

Grand Lodge of England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

It should be noted that, at the time of presentation of the Doyle’s vases (1806), Sir John Doyle had no 

connection with any Lodge in Guernsey, as it was in the following year (1807) that he became a joining 

member of Lodge of Fellowship in June, two months after his appointment as Provincial Grand Master. 

Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship has a very interesting but what can be a confusing history as at one point it 

appears to hold four warrants at the same time. The certificates found have several different numbers listed, 

therefore what follows is a brief overview of the Lodge’s numbering history. 

Lodge No.336 On 6th September 1806, the Ancient York Grand Lodge issued a warrant of constitution to a 

Lodge called Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship. (It may possibly have been simply called Lodge of Fellowship, but 

we cannot confirm that at this time.) The Lodge by either name was consecrated on 22nd September 1806 at 

the Duke of York Tavern, Rohais, St Peter Port. 

Lodge No.98 commenced when another warrant was obtained via the Duke of Athol on 14th September 1807. 

This was certainly known as Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship, they both existed at the same time. Lodge 98’s 

consecration took place at the Crown and Anchor Tavern (believed to be where the current Ship & Crown Bar 

is located). Sir John Doyle was put forward as the Founding Master having been remade a Mason on 16th July 

1807 within Lodge 336. Certainly, this Lodge shares the same name with different members and that would 

explain why it held two warrants at the same time. It is understood that later they purchased a lower number 

98, which had formerly been the Lodge number of the first Modern’s Lodge in Guernsey known as Lily Tavern 

Lodge. 

Lodge No.615 was yet another Lodge operating at the same time with the same name, but this Lodge 

operated with a modern’s warrant. Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship was consecrated on 18th June 1810. This 

lodge was renumbered Lodge 622 in 1814 and continued until erased in December 1821 when the members 

transferred and were amalgamated into the Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship Lodge No.123 (see below) 

Lodge No.123 was consecrated on the 14th February 1814. Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship 98 was renumbered 

after the union of the Grand Lodges and so most lodges renumbered at this time. The numbering showing 

their seniority of the Lodge by date of consecration combined all the Grand Lodges into one United Grand 

Lodge of England.  

A Lodge with no known number met on the 9th October 1826 at the College Room, at the top of Berthelot 

Street. A meeting was held when a so called Doyle's Military Lodge amalgamated with Doyle's Lodge of 

Fellowship 123. I have not been able to trace the number or who issued that warrant or any other details 

about this Lodge or its activities. 

Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship 123 purchased a lower number 99 on 8th October 1832, the cost for this new 

number is unknown. 

Doyle's Lodge of Fellowship 99 purchased lower number 84 on 10th January 1863. This is the number still 

retained by the Lodge. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1806 Guernsey presented Sir John Doyle with a silver gilt Vase and Alderney, presented him with a silver 

gilt box. The two of the Lodges then working in Guernsey, No. 116, Orange Lodge, and No. 222, Mariners' 

Lodge, also presented him with a pair of silver gilt Vases. One of these, that was presented by Orange Lodge, 

is now one of the chief exhibits in Grand Lodge Museum at Great Queen Street, London, and the other, the 

one presented by Mariners' Lodge, is on display at the Masonic Centre, St Martins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lodge Register documenting John Hubert joining Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship No.336 (UGLE) 

The Mariner’s Jug on display at the Masonic Centre 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Grand Lodge Certificate issued 28th July 1807 to Brother John Hubert after 
joining Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship No.336 (Royal Court Strongroom) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Grand Lodge Certificate issued 26th March 1811 to Brother John Hubert after 
joining Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship No.615 Athol (Royal Court Strongroom) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Grand Chapter Certificate issued 9th March 1811 to Companion John 
Hubert (Royal Court Strongroom) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clearance Certificate issued by Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship whilst holding two numbers 
No. 123 Antient and No. 98 Moderns issued on the 11th July 1814 (Royal Court Strongroom) 



 

During the time John was a member, Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship met at many locations. Shown below are 

the details of the main meeting locations and the date range it met at them.  

 

Crown and Anchor Tavern, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1807 

Grover's Hotel, Guernsey, Channel Islands    1812 

Payne's Hotel, Guernsey, Channel Islands    1818 

Coles's Hotel, Market Place, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1820 

Private Rooms of Mr. Collins, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1821 

College Rooms, Berthelot Street, Guernsey, Channel Islands 1826 

Assembly Rooms, Market Place, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1826 

Masonic Rooms, States Arcade, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1839 

Coles's Hotel, Market Place, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1842 

Gardner's Hotel, Market Place, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1844 

Assembly Rooms, Market Place, Guernsey, Channel Islands  1844 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

John married Marie de Carteret Le Cocq on the 12th October 1816 at the age of 29 years. His marriage ended 

childless when Marie died on the 2nd May 1829 after 13 years of marriage. In 1821 at the age of 34 John was 

appointed a Jurat of the Royal Court of Guernsey.  

 

  

The family home was in Hauteville St Peter Port, this he purchased on the 22nd August 1807. The 1827 Census 

has him recorded as living in Hauteville along with his wife and two other people.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage Record for John and Marie in 1816 (Island Archives) 

1827 Census (Island Archives) 



 

Following the death of Marie his first wife at the age of 43, John on the 27th December 1830 married again 

this time to Martha Le Febvre. This marriage also bore no children. This marriage give us the answer to the 

question posed earlier of how did John’s certificates end up in a book of documents relating to Admiral 

Nicholas Le Febvre who was born in Guernsey in 1797 and died in 1884. His new wife Martha was Nicholas’s 

sister, and that would no doubt explain how they were retained by that family. 

 

 

John must have held a religious background as we see later in his will that he left sums of money to the 

Anglican Missionary Society and the Church Pastoral Aid. He was also present at the Consecration of a new 

Church in St Peter Port called the Church of Saint John the Evangelist, north of St Peter Port just off Les 

Ambelles on the 16th August 1839.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage Record for John and Martha 1830 (Island Archives) 

Act of Consecration for the Church of Saint John the Evangelist (Island Archives) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Back of the Act of Consecration for the Church of Saint John the Evangelist 
signed by John Hubert (Island Archives) 



 

John served the Island as Lieutenant Baillif until his death on the 8th February 1844 at the age of 56 years. 

The cause of death was Inflammation of the Intestines, he is buried in the Le Febvre Family Vault in Candie 

Cemetery St Peter Port along with his wife Martha who died on the 26th December 1866 at the age of 70 

years old, Admiral Nicholas Le Febvre, and other family members are also buried there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burial Record for Jean Hubert 1844 (Island Archives) 

Le Febvre Family Vault, Candie Cemetery, where John was laid to rest (Author) 



 

 

 

  

Page One of John’s Will 1844 (Island Archives) 



 

 

 

Johns will demonstrates that he was wealthy leaving various sums of money to his family and his personal 

belongings being divided between his wife and other members of the family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page Two of John’s Will 1844 (Island Archives) 



 

Translation of the Will of Jean Hubert.    

The 22nd day of the month of February the year of grace eighteen hundred forty four before the Reverend 

Thomas Brock M.A.  Commissioner General of the Isle of Guernsey and Surrogate of the very Reverend Father 

in God Charles Richard Lord Bishop of Winchester   The Will below written to be recognised after Messrs. 

William Pierre Metivier and Matthieu Gallienne had declared on oath  that the day of the signature here Jean 

Hubert esq. the Testator recognised and declared as his Will and last wish that he had signified as witnesses 

at the request in his presence and in presence one of the other and that and when of all the said Testator 

was in good knowledge and hearing of spirit and to Charles Lefebvre esq. to be sworn only executor of the 

said Will Jean Le Cocq esq. who was also named executor had refused to take on himself the burden of the 

execution of which Will the terms follow ---- 

In the Name of God Amen 

I the undersigned Jean Hubert son of Pierre esq. of the parish of St Peter Port although feeble in body but in 

good state of spirit, declare to make my will as follows I give fifty pounds sterling [stg] to the Anglican 

Missionary Society;  Item twenty pounds stg. to the Society called Church Pastoral Aid;  to Messieurs Nicolas 

Lefebvre and Charles Lefebvre, brothers to each fifty pounds stg;  Item to Hubert Le Cocq son of Jean fifty 

pounds stg;  Item to Madame Rachel [Lf Bolger ?] fifty pounds stg;  Item to Dame Marthe Lefebvre my wife 

two thirds of the whole of my mobile property [that is all his goods as opposed to property] with all the linen, 

clothing, and moveables, the rest to Jean Guille esq. of Saint George  and I nominate Messieurs Jean Le Cocq 

and Charles Lefebvre to be the executors of this my will made at Guernsey the eight February eighteen 

hundred forty four.   

 

W. P. Metivier           ) 

Matthieu Gallienne   )  witnesses    Jean Hubert 

 

     We Thomas Brock Commissary and Surrogate of the aforesaid 

     approved (without any right) the Will above written to be the  

                  will and last wish of the late Jean Hubert esq. the Testator to  

                  which we have applied our seal the twenty sixth day of 

      February the year of Grace eighteen hundred forty four 

 

  


